5 CWMDONKIN DRIVE, UPLANDS, SWANSEA

a house of history and inspiration


OVERVIEW

History The house was built in 1914 by a local builder and bought by Swansea schoolteacher D J Thomas and his wife Florrie. Three months later their son Dylan was born in the front bedroom.

The family lived in the house until 1937 and it was leased to another schoolteacher Emlyn Davies who raised a family there until the house was sold again in the 1980s. It then became a house in multiple occupation until it was leased by the City and County of Swansea for four years from 2000.

Two years ago a Swansea couple – Anne and Geoff Haden, who were both born and brought up within a few miles of the house - began a journey to restore the house to its original condition. This has involved discovering the history of the house and the changes that have been made to it over the ninety years of its life.

Inspiration  Dylan Marlais Thomas has been dubbed the ‘Shakespeare’ of the 20th Century and arguably its greatest poet. He was also a writer of short stories, film and radio scripts. About two thirds of his published work was written in 5 Cwmdonkin Drive and much of his subject matter was from the surrounding area – Cwmdonkin Park, Swansea, Mumbles and the Gower Peninsula.  The house is central to this work.

Emlyn Davies was the finest calligraphers of his age and a huge Dylan Thomas fan.  

The Future  Anne and Geoff Haden have successfully restored a number of properties including their present activity and self catering cottage complex at Clyne Farm Centre. They wish to recreate the ambience of the house that inspired these artists by restoring it to the condition it was in when bought as a new house by the Thomas Family in 1914. This will include pieces of furnishings from the period that might have been used by the family

The house will be used for part of the year for a themed holiday experience – book a week from, say, 4th August 2008 and you will be transported back to 4th August 1914 complete with newspapers of the day, a housekeeper to prepare meals and bread, milk and vegetables delivered to the door. Oh, and no radio, television or telephone only a wind up gramophone and books will help people talk to each other!

At other times it will be open to enable people to learn about both Dylan Thomas and Emlyn Davies and perhaps be inspired to emulate them in some way of their own.

This will not be a museum but a living, breathing house with a new identity.

Opportunity The house, its restoration and use will attract considerable interest and there are opportunities for suppliers to assist in the development including

· Tv fly on the wall documentary of the restoration

· Input into the house website www.5cwmdonkindrive.com, dylanthomashouse.wordpress.com   

· Local, national and international media interest from association with a literary giant

· Ability to create a unique living showroom and catalogue

· Engage with potential customers from throughout the world

the birthplace and home of Dylan Thomas


