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Be it linown that I ,  SAXUEL EVERETT 
Doam, resicling at Cleveland, in the counts? 
of Cuya hoga ancl State of Ohio, have invented 

; a certain new ancl useful Improvement in Turn- 
Don-n Incanclescent Lamps, of which the fol- 
lowing is a fnll, clear, and exact description, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
clrawings. 

ro  Incanclescent electric Iambs having two fila- 
ments anrl a switch on the base of the lamp 
arranged to differently connect the filaments, 
whereby the candle-power of the lamp may be 
rariecl, are in common use under the name of 
b b 15 turn-clown lamps." A convenient arrange- 
ment of such Ianlps has been to have the switch 
operatecl by a pair of corcls. one of which is 
ptillecl to cause the illumination of the "bright" 
filament and the other the "dim " filament. 

20 This arrangement has been found satisfactory, 
except that where the lamps are placed within 
ordinary reach it frequently happens that one 
inaclrertently takes hold of or touches the 
switch itself, receiving an unpleasant or clan- 

2 5  gerous shuck. 
The object of the present invention is to 

eliminate the possibility of such contact. This 
I accomplish by providing a protecting-cap 
which is preferably made of insul:~ting ma- 

30 terial and is so formed that i t  snugly grasps 
the base of the lamp ancl corers over theswitch 
withoot interfering with the operation there- 
of. Thc peculiar form of the cap by which 
it accomplishes this res~ilt  in an effective man- 

35 ner while being neat in appearance is compre- 
hended within the present invention and is 
hereinafter more fully explained, and defi- 
nitely set out in the claims. 

The drawings clearly illustrate my inven- 
40 tion. 

Figure 1 is a side el-evation of a turn-down 
lanip in place in its socket ancl having my 
shielding-cap. Fig. 2 is a similar view sec- 
tionccl through the cap. This view, as far as 

45 t l ~  citll ant1 switch are concerned, is talien 
from the same point of view as Fig. 1. The 
filaments, howerer, are shown as from a po- 
sition a t  right angles to Fig. l. The remain- 
ing tigores :we r i e m  of the cap itself, Fig. 3 

50 being :L top plan, Fig. 4 being a bottom plan, 
ancl Fig. 5 a cross-section on the line 5 5 ot 
Fig. 4. 

Referring to the parts by letters, A repre- 

sents the globe of the lamp, and E the usual 
-ap forming the base thereof. This base has 55 
some ~lsual means for engaging the socket C 
mcl has also a cylindrical portion 6, which car- 
ries the switch. I n  the form shown the mov- 
able part of the switch consists of a plate D, 
pivoted to the cylindrical portion 6 of the base. 60 
This plate has a pair of ears d, through which 
pass the operating-cords E E', these cords be- 
ing g~iiclecl through suitable eyes b', attached 
to the base. The smitch member D is aclaptecl 
to make contact with either of a pair of insu- 65 
latecl pieces F ,  which are set into the base and 
are connected one for the ordinary filament 
G and the otber for the dim filament G'. Thus 
when one cord is pulled the bright filament is 
illuminated; when the other cord is pulled, 7 0  
the dim filament. This construction of switch 
is a well-linomn form and is to be t a 1- \en as an 
illustration of any switch formed on the pro- 
jecting portion of the base of the lamp. 

The insulating-cap by which I shield the 75 
switch is designated H. I t  has the following 
peculiar formation: There is a partly cylin- 
drical wall h extending for something over 
half a circumfe~ence ancl aclaptecl to snugly 
embrace the base portion 6. This wall has 80 
outwarclly-extending portions IL' /L', between 
which is a connecting portion IL" which is a 
portion of a cylinder of larger radius than the 
portion h, concentric there~vit~li. Extending 
inward from the upper edge of the mall IL is 85 
a flange h3, ancl extending inward from the 
walls JLI ancl I2 is a wicler flange JL', which 
merges with the flange It', these two flanges 
being in the same plane and bounding a cir- 
cular hole h5 90 

The hole JL' of the cap is of substantially 
the same diameter as the exterior of the lamp- 
base above the cylindrical portion 6. The 
walls h' are located just a little farther apart 
than the eyes 6' on the basc, and the offset- 95 
wall 7,"s jusc far enough out from the basc 
to loosely cover the switch, clearing the ears 
d. The wall IL hugs the base portion 6 of the 
lamp sn~igly enough to retain the cap in place. 
Moreover, when the laalp is in its socket the roo 
in\varclly-extending flanges 7~"aud h' of the 
cap are restrainecl between the end of the 
socket ancl a shoulder on the base. Thc ~valls 
of the cap extencl clownward beyond the basc 
portion, as shown. 105 

It will be seen from the illustration and cle- 



scription that the cap is unobtrusive, may be 
easily removed when the lamp is rernovecl 
from the socket, b ~ l t  is securely held in place 
whcn the lamp is in the socket, and thus ef- 

5 fectively prevents accidental contact with the 
switch tvithont interfering with its operation 
or with the appearance of the lamp. 

I claim- 
1. Thecombination with a turn-downincan- 

r o  descent lamp having a metal base composecl 
of a threaded portion adapted to engage in a 
socket, and a plain portion above said threacl- 
ed portion, a switch rnountecl on the outside 
of said plain portion, and a protecting-cap 

15 embracing the plain portion of saicl base ancl 
extending over saicl switch. 

2. The combination of a turn-down incan- 
descent Inmp, having a metallic base, an es- 
ternnl switch on said base ancl an insulating- 

2 0  cap fitted upon said base and having an offset 
portion which shields the switch. 

3. The combinat~on of a turn-down incan- 
clesc~nt lamp, having a metallic base, the 
socket for said base, a switch upon saicl base 

25 outside of said socket, and a protecting-cap 
held be twen said base and saicl socket and 
extended over saicl switch. 

4. A protecting-cap for the base of a turn- 
clown incandescent lamp having a switch upon 

30 ~ t s  base, saicl cap having an opening for re- 
ceiving the threaded portion of said base, and 
an offset port,ion adapted to extend over saicl 
switch ancl shield the same. 

5. Thecombination of an incandescent lamp 
35 having an exterior switch on its base, a pro- 

tecting-cap aclapted to snugiy embrace such 
base, and having an offset portion to cover 
the switch ancl an inward1.y-extending flange 
to engage a shodder on the base. 

$0 6. The combination of an incalldescent elec- 
tric lamp havinga base with a cylindrical por- 
tion, a switch nlounted on the exterior of such 

cylinclrical portion, an insulating-cap having 
a partly-cylindrical mall aclapted to embrace 
the cylinclrical portion of the base and hnv- 45 
ing short outwarclly-extending 1~7alls and har- 
ing a second wall connecting saicl short walls 
ancl far enough out to clear the switch. 

7. The combination of an incandescent elec- 
tric lamp having a base with a cylinclrical por- 50 
tion and a switch rnountecl on the exterior of 
such cylindrical portion, with a protecting- 
cap having a partly-cylindrical wall adapted 
to embrace the cylinclrical portion of the 
base, ancl having an outwardly -off'sct mall 55 
loosely covering the switch, ancl inn nrclly-ex- 
tencling Haeges from such walls bounding a 
circular holc, wl1creb.y the cap shields the 
switch and is hclcl in place by embrncing the 
cylinclrical ~vall of the base and by cstcncling 60  
over. a shoulclcr thereon. 

8. The combination of an incandescent elec- 
tric lamp, having a bbascwith a c.ylinclricnl por- 
tion, a switch n~ountecl on the c s t ~ r i o r  of such 
cylindrical portion, xn insulating-cap having 65 
a 1)artl.r-cylinclricd wall aclaptecl lo  cmbracc 
the cylindrical portion of the basc, and Iiav- 
inp short out\x~:~rclIg-cstrnclinp n alls connect- 
ecl by a partly-cylindric111 \ d l ,  making :in off- 
set portion far enough out to clear the switch, 70 
inwardly-extending H~ngcs from all of s:iirl 
\valls, merging ill n common plane and bnund- 
ing a c i r c u l : ~  hole, t,he reccs  bounclecl by tlie 
offset portion of the cap being 0l)en to\vanl 
the globe of the lamp, and cords for operat- 75 
ing the switch passing therefrom through such 
opening. 

I n  testimony whereof 1 hereunto xflix nl,y 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

SAMUEL EVEIZE'IC'L' DOASE. 
Witnesses: 

H. 8. BLACK, 
E. B. GILCHRIST. 


