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My invention relates particularly to what are Fig. 3 is a side view and partial section. 
sometimes called incandescent gas lighting de- Fig. 4 is a fragmentary plan view and section. 
vices. Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view showing one 

The main object is to provide a simple and of the tube terminals and its housing. 
6 reliable type of portable lamp adapted to utilize The main housing forming the base consists of '5 

a gas tube lamp. These lamps are formed prin- a plate 7 and a casing 8, which parts have flanges 
cipally of glass with an elongated chamber con- which overlap and are detachably secured to- 
taining a suitable gas such as neon, and some- gether, for instance, by screws 9. This base may 
times containing mercury vapor. Such lamps re- be made of sheet metal or of insulating material 

10 quire high voltage, a t  least for starting, and it is if desired. 10 
customary to employ a step-up transformer so The transformer may be of any suitable con- 
that the lamp can be used on an ordinary house struction having a core I0 adapted to be supported 
lighting system which ~ ~ u a l l y  has a voltage of by brackets I 1 and soft rubber pads 12 secured 
from 100 to 220 volts, although the invention is by bolts 13. The primary 14 of the tramformer 

15' not limited to  any particular voltage or type of is provided with an input cord i5. The secondary 15 
transformer. 16 of the transformer has output leads 17 con- 

One object is to provide a construction having nected to terminal bolts 18 which also serve to 
a transformer and a housing for enclosing the hold the socket-like clips 19. These bolts and 
transformer and supporting the terminals for terminal clips are insulated from the top of the 

20 the tube. casing 8 by an  insulating disc 20 and insulating 20 
Another object is to provide a construction of bushings 2 1. 

this character with tube-receiving sockets or The lighted tube 22 may be of any suitable form 
terminals which are completely housed and pro- of construction and contain any suitable type of 
tected from accidental contact. interior electrodes and gas. The tube is provided 

25 Another object is to provide a means for elec- with external terminals 23 adapted to be inserted 25 
triczlly and mechanically protecting and sup- into the socket clips 19 and held therein in any 
porting the ends of a gas tube lamp. suitable manner. 

Another object is to provide a construction into The terminal sockets and the ends of the tube 
which the terminals of the lamp tube may be are enclosed in protecting housings each made up 

30 readily inserted and from which they may be in the form shown of a screw base 24 and a cy- 30 
readily removed. lindrical tubular portion 25 which is adapted to be 

Another object is to  provide a portable lamp screwed into the socket 24. An insulating collar 
of the character described having embodied as  a 26 is also preferably provided in the mouth of 
unit a transformer, a switch for controlling the the tube 25 where it may be held in place by a 

35 current in the primary circuit, and the sockets screw ring 27. This collar 26 may be of soft 35 
for receiving a gas tube. rubber for affording a resilient lateral support 

Another object is to provide a construction for the tube. 
of the foregoing character with means for sup- Each of the housings is also preferably lined, 
porting articles to be displayed. at least partially, with a layer or tube 28 of 

40 In carrying out the invention I provide a main insulating material. 40 
portion or base in the form of a casing which A snap switch SO is also preferably provided 
encloses the transformer and has an input cable in the base and preferably in the low tension side 
and controlling switch. On this base are mounted of the circuit so that it will not have to handle the 
two terminal sockets connected to the output of high voltage of the tube. 

45 the transformer but insulated from the housing When such a device is used for advertising or 45 
and from each other. These sockets are enclosed display purposes it is desirable to provide some 
in individual housings which also serve to sup- form of support such as a shelf 31 and/or stand- 
port the ends of the gas tube. A supporting shelf ard 32. This shelf 3 1 may be supported on the 
or standard may also be employed to support ar- upper end of the tubular housing 25. 

60 ticles to be displayed and illuminated by the light While I have shown the construction in its pre- 50 
from the tube. ferred and simple form, it should be understood 

Fig. 1 is a side view of one form of lamp con- that the claims are intended to cover modifica- 
struction embodying my invention. tions and alterations. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the base of the lamp, the Such a lamp may be made in many different 
6s tube being shown in cross section. forms and designs and the tube may be of vari- 55 
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ous sizes and shapes. The lamp is portable and base and projecting upwardly therefrom, screw 
therefore avoids any of the installation difficulties threaded cups on the top wall of the base and 
commonly present with the usual so-called neon about the lower portions of the terminals, open 
signs. I n  fact, the possibilities of use of this ended tubular members disposed about said 

6; lamp are almost unlimited. terminals and having their lower ends threaded 5 
With this construction any design of tube may to said cups, and said members extending above 

be used and various designs are interchangeable said terminals and comprising tube supports. 
in the same base. The tubular housings for the 5. In  a gas tube lamp, a base comprising a hol- 
terminals not only prevent accidental engage- low housing including top, bottom and side walls, 

10 ment with the high tension output of the trans- a transformer mounted in the base and having 10 
former but also serve to support and reinforce input and output leads, spaced tube receiving 
the tube a t  points above the base. terminals mounted on the top wall of the base 

These lamps can be provided with tubes of and projecting upwardly therefrom, screw 
various colors either by varying the color of glass threaded cups on the upper wall of the Sase and 

15 or the type of gas used. Such tubes consume but about the lower portions of the terminals, open l5 
very little power, in fact, are most economical ended tubular members disposed about said 
and are particularly adapted to use for advertis- terminals and having their lower ends threaded 
ing purposes. to said cups, and said members extending above 

I claim: said terminals and comprising tube supports, 
20 1. A portable lamp comprising a base, a trans- and a ring cf yielding material in the outer end 20 

former housed in the base, said base having yield- of each of said members for eogagement with 
ing supporting pads and brackets connecting the the walls of a tube. 
pads and the transformer, and tube-receiving 6 .  In  a gas tube lamp, a base comprising a hol- 
sockets connected to the output of the trans- low housing including top, bottom and side walls, 

25 former. spaced tube receiving terninals mounted on the 25 
2. A portable gas tube lamp comprising a hous- top wall of the base and projecting upwardly 

ing, a transformer resiliently mounted therein therefrom, cups on the top wall of the base and 
and having h p u t  and output leads, tube-receiv- about the lower portions of the terminals, open 
ing terminals carried by the housing, protecting ended iubular members disposed about said 

30 means for said terminals, and means for support- terminals and having their lower ends detachably 30 
ing the walls of an inserted tube above the connected with said cups, and said members ex- 
terminals. tending above said terminals and comprising tube 

3. A portable gas tube lamp comprising a supports. 
housing, a transformer mounted in the housing, 7. In a gas tube lamp, a base including a top 

35 yielding supporting pads for supporting the wall, spaced tube receiving terminals moulited 35 
transformer, and tube-receiving terminals con- on said wall and projecting upwardly therefrom, 
nected to the transformer. open ended tubular members about said terml- 

4. In  a gas tube lamp, a base comprising a nals and carried by the top wall of the casing, and 
hollow housing including top, bottom and side said members spaced apart and each of a length 

40 walls, a transformer mounted in the base and extending above said terminals. 40 
having input and output leads, spaced tube re- 
ceiving terminals mounted on the top wall of the PHILIP J. KAYATT. 


